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SUBJECT: FEBRUARY 19 CELEBRATIONS HONORING HEROES OF 
OCTOBER WAR: ADDRESSES BY SADAT AND QADHAAFI 

1. ON OCCASION OF SPECIAL PEOPLES ASSEMBLY SESSION CALLED 
FEBRUARY 19 TO HONOR HEROES OF OCTOBER WAR, SADAT AND QADHAAFI 
DELIVERED BRIEF ADDRESSES PRAISING FAITH AND COURAGE OF EGYPTIAN 
AND ARAB PEOPLE. 

2. SADAT WAS PRECEDED BY ASSEMBLY SPEAKER HAFEZ BEDAWI, ZAIRE 
PRESIDENT MOBUTU, AND LIBYAN RCC LEADER QADHAAFI. IN BRIEF 
REMARKS. QADHAAFI STATED THAT EGYPT WAS THE STRONGHOLD OF THE 
ARAB STRUGGLE, AND HAD SHOULDERED BURDENS OF RAMADAN WAR. HE 
SAID THAT PEOPLE WHO THINK THAT EGYPT AND LIBYA ARE MOVING APART 
ARE "PLOWING THE SEA"; AND ADDED THAT UNITY BETWEEN EGYPT 

AND LIBYA MUST BE PROTECTED. HE PRAISED THE "GREAT EGYPTIAN 
PEOPLE" AND EGYPTIAN ARMED FORCES, AND CALLED ON THE ARAB 
NATION TO STAND BEHIND EGYPTIANS AND HELP THEM REBUILD THEIR 
LAND. QADHAAFI CONCLUDED WITH CALL FOR CLOSED SESSION OF 
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PEOPLES ASSEMBLY, TO WHICH HE WANTED TO DELIVER OTHER THOUGHTS. 
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3. SADAT SPENT MAJOR PART OF HIS TWENTY-MINUTE ADDRESS PRAISING 
FAITH, STUBBORNNESS AND DETERMINATION OF EGYPTIAN PEOPLE, AND 
STATED THAT IN EGYPT, SOVEREIGNTY RESTED WITH THE "ALLIANCE OF 
THE WORKING PEOPLE". HE GREETED EGYPT'S "COMRADES ON THE GOLAN" 

AND PRAISED ARAB LEADERS WHO HELPED EGYPT DURING OCTOBER WAR. 

ON TERRITORIAL ISSUE, HE SAID THAT ALL ARAB TERRITORIES MUST BE 
LIBERATED FROM OCCUPATION OR AGGCESSION, AND THAT RIGHT OF 
PALESTINIANS SHOULD NOT BE LOST. CONTRARY TO EXPECTATIONS 
AROUSED BY EARLIER PRESS BILLINGS, SPEECH WAS ANODYNE AND 
REHASH OF HIS PREVIOUS PUBLIC COMMENTS. 

4. FOLLOWING SADAT’S SPEECH, AND BRIEF REMARKS BY WAR MINISTER, 
AWARDS WERE ANNOUNCED: AHMAD ISMAIL WAS PROMOTED TO RANK OF 
FIELD MARSHALL (A POSITION LAST HELD BY ABDEL HAKIM AMER IN 1967); 

COS GAMASY WAS GIVEN RANK OF LT. GENERAL; AND CHIEFS OF AIR 
DEFENSE, NAVY AND AIR FORCE WERE PROMOTED TO RANK OF AIR MARSHALL, 
VICE ADMIRAL AND AIR MARSHALL, RESPECTIVELY. 3334 EGYPTIAN 
OFFICERS WERE GIVEN THE STAR OF SINAI FOR THEIR SERVICE DURING 
OCTOBER WAR, AND 6728 NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND ENLISTED 
PERSONNEL WERE GIVEN OTHER MEDALS AND AWARDS. AS A FINAL 

NOTE, LIBYAN RCC MEMBER ABU BAKR YOUNIS WAS GIVEN THE EGYPTIAN 
STAR OF HONOR FOR HIS "CONSTRUCTIVE EFFORTS IN ACHIEVING 
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE EGYPTIAN AND LIBYAN ARMED FORCES". 
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